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Col. Marhivich, Observations of U Orionis. 


lii. 9, 


Observations of U Orionis • By Lieutenant-Col. E. E. Markwick. 

The following are my observations of the above star in 1892,. 
made with a binocular magnifying five times :— 


I 

m 

9 

Just glimpsed. 

1892 Feb. 1 

m 

6'37 

3 

8-65 


23 

6'57 

5 

8-2 

Visible in moonlight. 

24 

6'57 

6 

7-6 


25 

64 

21 

6-2 7 


26 

6-8 

24 

6-32 


Mar. 22 

7’9 

2 5 

6* 27 


^28 

8'3 

27 

6-32 


30 

8-8 

29 

6-37 





The magnitudes are on the H.P. scale as nearly as may be. 
The maximum appears to have occurred about January 23 ; but 
the change of brightness of this star about this period is so slow 
that it is somewhat difficult to allocate the maximum with cer¬ 
tainty. Assuming it to have been at maximum on December 13, 
1885, when first discovered by Gore, we have an interval of 2,232 
days to January 23 this year, during which six periods elapsed. 
Hence the mean period would be 372 days. As, however, this 
is perhaps rather a hazardous assumption, let us take 1886 
December 12 as a well-determined maximum. This is the 
mean of four observers—viz. Gore, December 11 ; Markwick, 
December 16; Sawyer, December 13; and Parkhurst, December 9. 
From 1886 December 12 to 1892 January 23 is 1,868 days, or 
five periods, which will give the mean as 373-6 days. This last is 
identical with the first value given by Gore on p. 518, vol. 1 ., of the 
Monthly Notices , and also only differs from his provisional value 
(373-47 days) by 0*13 day. This is, of course, on the assumption 
that all these periods are identical in length. If, as Chandler 
supposes, there is some slow, gradual lengthening or dwindling 
of the period by a periodic term, then a very much longer series 
of observations will have to be obtained before this can be 
definitely ascertained. 

Haulbowlme, Queenstown: 

1892 September. 
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Sup. 1892. Greenwich Observations of Comets. 
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